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Positive detection of COVID-19

MIT Medical contact tracing begins
The positive case’s name will not be disclosed 
to anyone contacted as part of contact tracing.

The COVID-19 Monitoring Team is activated

Duties of the Monitoring Team:
• Notifications about positive cases:

◦ Notify the Vice President for Research for all positive 
cases in VPR areas. 

◦ Notify DLC leadership for cases involving employees, 
affiliates, and postdocs in VPR areas.

◦ Notify deans, assistant deans, and department heads 
for cases involving faculty, employees, affiliates, and 
postdocs in school and departmental organizations.

◦ Notify department leadership for cases involving 
employees and affiliates in administrative departments.

◦ Notify (by CARE Team) deans and DLC leadership for all 
student cases (including undergrads, graduate students, 
and non-institute visiting students)

◦ Notify department AOs or HR persons.
◦ Notify DLC communications directors and Government 

Relations (as needed).
• Engage central EHS, local EHS coordinators, HRS, and 

Dept. of Facilities to determine the cleaning response 
for affected spaces. MIT Medical will provide input on 
locations that need focus. Detailed cleaning plans will be 
developed in coordination with local leadership.

• Manage notifications to the Covid Decision Team for any 
recommended MIT-wide communications.Have they been in a lab? Notify PI and Department Head

• If the case is a student, the CARE Team will notify the PI and Department Head. The name of 
the individual who has tested positive will not be shared unless they have given permission to 
do so.

• If faculty/staff, MIT Medical will notify the PI/supervisor. MIT Medical will only provide the 
name of the person who has tested positive if they have given consent to do so.

Notify Instructor
• If student/TA, the CARE Team will assist the student in notifying the class instructor.
• If positive case is instructor, MIT Medical will notify their supervisor. MIT Medical will only 

provide the name of the person who has tested positive if they have given consent to do so.

Notify Residential Life teams
(including Heads of House, Area Directors, and House Managers)
• If the case is a residential student, the CARE Team will conduct notifications. The CARE Team 

will disclose the name of the student who has tested positive to their respective House Team 
members. Otherwise, the CARE Team will not share a student’s name without their consent.

• If non-student, MIT Medical will notify. MIT Medical will only provide the name of the person 
who has tested positive if they have given consent to do so.

Notify Supervisor
• MIT Medical will notify the affected person’s supervisor. MIT Medical will only provide the 

name of the person who has tested positive if they have given consent to do so.
• HR will notify Labor Relations if the staff member is a union employee. The name of the 

individual who has tested positive will not be shared unless they have given permission to do 
so. Labor Relations will notify the appropriate union leader about the case.

Have they attended an 
in-person class, either 
as a student, TA, or 
instructor?

Do they live on campus?

Is the affected individual 
an employee (including 
faculty and postdocs)?

Are they a student? 
(including undergrads, 
graduate students, and 
non-institute visiting 
students)

Notify CARE Team
• MIT Medical will notify the 

CARE Team of the name of 
the student so the CARE 
Team can provide support. 
The CARE Team will notify:

DSL and Housing leadership

Others as appropriate: Advisors, professors, PI(s), 
academic departments, family/loved ones, room mates, 
Student Support Services/GradSupport, other key 
supports. The name of the individual who has tested 
positive will not be shared unless they have given 
permission to do so.

Notify affected individual
MIT Medical will notify the 
individual and be responsible 
for individual notifications 
associated with contact tracing.
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Note:  The notifications in the blue section will only occur for individuals who 
are actively accessing campus, as shown through Covid Pass. Notifications 
for individuals not in Covid Pass will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

For an interactive website to 
help you learn more about what 
happens if you or someone in the 
MIT community test positive for 
COVID-19, visit bit.ly/mitcovidifttt.


