
keep your mind open, keep searching, seeking, f ind ing answers whether it is abou t s t r ing theory, particle

physics, or theology.

MD ? MORE THOUGHTS for OCT 8

We are all on a journey through th is life. Judeo-Christian Scripture tells us w e only geto n e s h o t a t l i f e ,
a n d w ea r e prepar ing for eterni ty , [ i n k Ulrich was preparing for eternity. There is much | do not know

about myfriendUlrich.Weonly metat theendo f histime a t MIT,hehadjust become an emeritus
professor, and was ?retiring or retired? but still have some link wi th Chinese students and wi th the

international space station ... all of which sounded very cool t o me!

| knew he had beena part of Grace Chapel in Lexington wi th his wife Gerda, who helped ina prison

ministry program. A friend at the church had linked us t o g e t h @ F a n dw e b e g a t t o mee t f o r o u r Thursday

l u n c h g r o u p .

was not afraid t o consider death; in fact, all of us can be certain o f one thing ? o u r physical l i fe is
i m i t e d - a n d a i l Some t o a e r a r S e a y we are wel l aware o f this due to o u r last t w o years of the

pandemic. As we met weekly | enjoyed listening to him talk about research and things wi th students. His

qu ie t gentle spiri t and care always came through. Sometimes he would arrive before students and we

talked a b o u t concerns f o r his family. Several people here have talked about his care, his men to r i ng and

t h e i r h o s p i t a l i t y as a c o u p l e in t h e i r h o m e t h a t t o u c h e d m a n y . His c a r e a n d t h e i r ca re , as a c o u p l e m a d e

a las t ing i m p a c t .

One fr iend named Ruth was happy t o meet Ulr ich & Gerda, because she had studied abroad one fu l l

year in Germany. She tells of walking into the i r house was like walking into Germany. Hang out on

Sundays. Walk around t h i s Interestingp l a c e . Eat ing- typ icalopen f a c e d sandwiches. . . she too

remembered Christmas tree wi th real candles.

She r e m e m b e r e d his o l d B ib le , & n o t e d i t w a s v e r y w e l l used. A g o o d t h i n g .

Lhave also got to ta lk t o members o f the family. You have heard f r o m Robert and can see his w o r d s in

the program printed by the Physics department . Well done Robert! Indeed one remarkable th ing a b o u t

your dad, he did not think there had to be an issue between science and God...Why to some people not
"get that?Sciencecouldb e Godletting us& investigate/figure outthings... aswe search fort r u t h .Your

dad was a man who had much trouble and challenge in life, but humbly kept going and figuring out
some wonder fu l things wi th God?s help, energy, perseverance.

| have enjoyed speaking wi th Kathar ina abou t her own memor ies o f her father. She t o o a teacher,

?sharedh i s l o v e f o r mus ic , f o r Bacha s we have heard today. She also got t o tel l me more about t h e story

o f her parents which was great fun. You can seea t iny part o f this in the words the Gerda shared that

we printed in the bullet in. We also talked about her taking care o f her mother in recent years. | also got

to speak with Peter during our first funeral gathering in Lexington, but | knew already how much his
f a t h e rhadcareand concern for him.

i had great fun hearing the story first hand f rom Gerda o f how she met Ulrich, and thei r t ime in

Marburg and Hamburg. She too shared his fai th in God - raise the chi ldren dur ing the heavy early days

of research and work. Hear o f the i r challenging life growing up in Germany during and a f te r t h e end o f

the war. Some details on her Red Cross work . ASK her abou t th is ta l l German s tuden t coming t o ask

th is s tudent nurse t o dance in the yard o f t h e castle in Marburg. Sounds like a movie scene t o me. And |

can almost imagine/see the gl in t or sparkle in t h e eye o f a young Ulrich as he invited her t o a dance on

the small dance floor. Then thei r l i fe shared f o r around sixty years. Faithful at church, fa i th fu l a t M IT

faithful w i th prison ministry, fa i thful in marriage, providing for the i r family. Wha t a team! Something

tells me that she had something to do w i t h the same sandwich | saw every Thursday- rye bread ?
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turkey, ham, cheese ? salad leaves. Usually an apple or one to share.
? ~ T h o p e y o u h a v e been a b l e t o see Some o f the f a m i l y pho tos a n d t h e German countryside. These

photos make me think o f the 2 3 Psalm t h a t many o f you may have heard, even if you are not f r o m

Judeo Christ ian background. ? Partly wr i t t en in our program, ?The Lord is m y shepherd, I shal l n o t

want . He makes me lie d o w n in green pastures, he leads m e beside st i l l waters, he restores m y soul.?

This Psalm is of ten read at a funeral because i t talks about God being present even ?when I walk

t h r o u g h the shadow o f death.? | ment i on it here in this memorial because o f a story t h a t Gerda told me

about a m e m o r y f r o m 1974. I t h i n k t h e r e w e r e several t imes when Ulr ich walked t h r o u g h the shadow

o f death . As a child, the war , years t h a t fo l l owed , and then later w i t h his heal th.

In the days before the discovery o f the J par t ic le ? rea l l y j u s t before. Ulrich had spent long hours a t

machine on Long Island. Then later he did the same and came home f r o m Geneva, looking a t accelerator

there too...He had come h o m e wi th great pain in his leg & saw the-doctor. Gett ing a cal l abou t
emergency S u r g e r y f o r G Closeda r t e r y , t o have a bypass f r o m av e i n in F iga r m . Whent h e ope ra t i on

w e n t u n u s u a t y tong, S h e crovet o I t . A u b u r n h o s p i t a la n d p r a y i n g Psalms 2 3o v e r a n d over. The doctor

h a d f in ished; then the leg g o t blue, had t o open up again, repeat operat ion. Took ti l past 5pm. Gerda

had seen these go wrong in Hamburg wi th bad result. She rejoiced and thankful to God when she could

see him again, sti l l al ive! indeed Ulrich, again, h a d wa lked th rough the s h a d o w o f dea th and God had

b r o u g h t h im through along wi th the wonder fu l work o f Dr. Murez. ? Af terwards he star ted s lowly t o

stand, to walk, then wa lk the block. Then going into MIT. Went to computer center, i t took over h a l f the

day. When they wa lked t h a t evening f o r his exercise, he turned to her and said, ?You k n o w today the

mach ine works !? He had 8 to 10 people bui ld a machine, on the accelerator to look f o r things... [ h a v e

seen s o m e t h i n g very very big. So simi lar to wha t Professor Jaffe said, ?the rest is history?.

| need t o share th is one passage just w i th Gerda and the rest o f you can just listen. She wil l r emember

these words f rom her wedd ing day, and it is my prayer f o r her even now: I pray that God may

s t reng then you w i t h p o w e r t h r o u g h his spirit... t h a t Christ may dwel l w i t h you in you r hear t t h r o u g h

faith... Tha t you , being roo ted and establ ished in love wi l l be able t o grasp how wide and long and

h igh and deep is the love o f Christ. Amen Eph 3:16,17, 18
There are many passages o f Scripture if | was to preach a sermon.Bu t | a l soknowt h a t U l r i c h w o u l d

_ _ _ o t wish t h i s serv icea n d t i m e o f v n a n e e e e p e r t there are more w o r d s t o
be shared at the lunch t o follow. But let me share one more w o r d f romRober t ' ss t o r y o f Gerda coming

about dr iv ing an older car when the brakes seized and asking your mom if she wan ed t o cont inue or

return home and she said ? Keep Driving. You kept driving 700 kms, f ixing the seized brakes w i t h a |

screwdr iver a long t h e way, just l ike Ul r ich w o u l d have done.

M a y w e each do some th ings t h a t Ulr ich did.... Care f o r others, w o r k hard, m e n t o r o thers , en joy l i fe,

research hard th ings and keep searching f o r answers w h e t h e r spir i tual or physical. As the Physics bio &

art ic le said o f Ulr ich act ing as engineer, ?Becker is br i l l i an t in the design and bui ld ing o f exper iments , in

i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n and analysis o f data.? | wou ld add these f ina l words about Ulrich, that ?It makes sense

t h a t a des igner l ike Ul r ich w o u l d w a n t t o seek o u t and know the Designer of the Universe. And then

keep seeking o u t t o f i nd answers, l i te ra l ly all o f his life.? M a y w e do t h e same.

BECAUSE OF HIS FAITH IN C H R I S T? I w i l l l ook f o r w a r d t o a reun ion w i t h Ulrich, where f i n a l l y w e wi l l

bo th be ab le t o unde rs tand some f u l l answers t o quest ions we have f o r God and o t h e r things. Those o f

us here st i l l have t i m e f o r m o r e research. M a y w e make the m o s t o f o u r t ime.

[Pray: M a y O u r Lord Jesus Chr is t have mercy on us, on Gerda, f a m i l y a n d these loved ones. A m e n J

in a moment you are invited to listen to the organ postlude and then make your way to the

Pappalardo Room. | regret that I need to take off to lead our annual retreat weekend with
campus that began this morning & | think Ulrich would like that.
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D a t u m / D a t e :

A n d n o w , l e t m e s h a r e a b e n e d i c t i o n f o r al l o f us, t h a t you m a y have heard du r ing the coverage o f t h e

r e c e n t f u n e r a l o f Q u e e n E l i zabe th t h e 2°", f r o m a f e w w e e k s ago. U p o n hear ing i t | t h o u g h t o f Ulr ich.
ay

G o f o r t h i n t o t h e w o r l d in peace. Be
o f good courage. Hold fas t that which is good. Render to no

one evi l f o r evil. Strengthen the fain
t h e a r t e d . S u p p o r t t h e w e a k . H e l p t h e a f f l i c t e d . H o n o r a l l

p e o p l e . L o v e a n d s e r v e t h e L o r d , r e j o i c i n g i n t h e p o w e r o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t . A n d t h e B l e s s i n g o fee . ay,

G o d a l m i g h t y , t h e F a t h e r , S o n a n d
H o l y Sp i r i t b e a m o n g s t you a n d r e m a i n w i th you always.

A m e n .

Go in p e a c e .



theological box, bu t he pointed others toward God/Jesus. Just as others had done for him. His

e x p e r i e n c e in v i s i t i n g t h e S c h a e f f e r s o f L?Abri h e l p e d h i m t o e n j o y a s im i l a r o p e n d i scuss ion a p p r o a c h
: a e
like our lunch group. As an empir ical scientist his fai th in God was also more personal, data dr iven,

experience driven... n o t just a hypothesis, bu t real fa i th , based on evidence & his own experience.

MY WORDs- MD: Ulr ich was a physicist w h o dabbled in theology and | was a pastor / chaplain ta lk ing

t o a br i l l iant scientist. We w e r e quite a match- had fun together, despite m y not being about t o speak
German nor his language o f physics.

Words from Physics community- (apologies to Ulrich and Physics professors)

p Professor- Bob Jaffe - Ulrich w a sa kind andgentle manwhosought t o simplify physicsand order the world
around him. Ulr ich was a remarkable physicist and human being. Myf i r s tmemorable interaction wi th h im

was the day o f the OctoberRevolution in 1974. Ulrich showed up at the CTP excited (in his Germanic way)

with tWo graphs: one with a sharp peak and the other with a broad one. He wasexplainingt h a t one graph

showedt h e i r da ta on mu-pa i rproduction at BNL and the other showed the pair-autocorrelation function. I o f

course assumed that the sharp peak was the auto-correlation function and the broad, relatively uninteresting

one was the e n h a n c e m e n ti n the miu-pair mass distribution. I t took a few m i n u t e sf o r me to figure out that the

_ ituation wast h e reverse and that the mu-pair enhancementwasnarrowert han the experimental

resolution. Ulr ich smi led broadly. M y j a w dropped and the wor ldwas never quite the same!

>

Another said> Ulr ich was ab i t l i k e a f lower chi ld who had the misfortune to be born in to a Prussian

7 culture! He was ardent aboutphysics andpersonally warm. Hewas a m e n t o rt o hundredso f s t u d e n t si n Jun io r

Lab, He was more than asuperb physicist,he was a consummate engineer. I believe that he madeSam?s

experimentspossible byh i s endless attention to detail.

Peter Fisher- former Physics Dept Chair - Ulrich was a m e n t o r to many o f us anda br igh t l i gh t in o u r

Depar tment and he wi l l be grea t l y missed.

? Y o u wi l l hear more o f these stories during the lunch to fo l low with the Physics department * *

MDean- Back t o m y story . The last t ime t h a t we had lunch Ulrich handed me a closed enve lope and
\ a a d me ? t e l l me What you did w i t h the contents?. He had turned 81 years old, and inside it hadal i t t l e

$ 9 note saying he had $81 dol lars in cash for his 81 years o f l i fe and he asked me to disperse it w i t h those
in need and then tel l him what | did wi th it.

And then he was gone. | did not get to see him his last few weeks of life. So, as | shared with the family
in 2020 - | took the $81 was able to provide some meals for 3 or 4 students in need but | gave the bulk

of the funds to a new friend, post doc from Middle East, a new follower of Jesus; struggling financially in
search of a new post doc p o s i t i o n ,bu t strong in faith. Indeed, God is good. Thank you Ulrich for sharing

your life, your mind and your devotion to following God in Christ Jesus along life?s twists and turns.
Your humi l i ty , you r love o f life, your men to r i ng o f students, and yes a desire t o give back even as an

emeritus professor in your l a te r years.

About Science and the Bible:Ulrich d id no t reject authority of the Bible, but he wanted to help make the
Bible be credible and understood for the 21" century mind. Hebelieved in Jesus?death,resurrection.

S F e e n e e ar aeepect ivec o w e dh im to believe in miracles. He dealt with science, reality,

facts, experiments, personal experience. He worked to strive to understand the God o f the universe.

NOW - 1 am not here today to really preach a sermon to you about salvation available in Jesus Christ.

But | do w a n t to speak f o r Gerda and THANK GOD f o r shar ing Ulrich wi th a l l o f us. | would love t o t a l k .

about the J part ic le, the God part ic le, o r share m y own hypotheses & research on God?s existence f o r

all of you brilliant physicists out there. I f you want to join me for research in this area then join our

Thursday lunch group like Ulrich did at noon on Thursdays next door in W11. You too can be like Ulrich,

1 . \
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R e m e m b e r i n g Ul r ich Becker Tuesday, M a r c h 15, 2020 11:00 a m

Hello. ! a m Michael Dean, an MIT Chaplain. Friend o f Ulrich. Served here Christ ian chaplain 25 years.

to: Gerda, Rober t , Kathar ina , Peter: | am glad t o be here again to r e m e m b e r you r husband and father .

And today w e are glad t o have many others f r o m MIT and elsewhere. It is right and good f o r all o f us t o

g a t h e r h e r e t o d a y . | w a n t t o g i v e t h a n k s t o G o d f o r U l r i c h B e c k e r .

? _ ? ? e e

M D e a n - Abou t a decade agoa f r iend on s ta f f at Grace Chapel, in t roduced me t o Ulr ich w h o w a n t e d t o

connec t w i t h MIT s tudents and help t h e m make sense o f fa i th and science. W e enjoyed English

conversat ion, Thu rsday lunch group, Easter o r Thanksgiving d inner events, apologet ics seminars, fa i th &

science discussions on Truth, Jesus, Dark Mat te r , Black holes, space stat ion research, Theology, and

later years w h e n he became aware t h a t his t ime was l imi ted, he wan ted t o make each day count . One

day dur ing his last year, he spoke expl ic i t ly abou t knowing he was living in his last days. We w o u l d even

joke t h a t we did n o t k n o w h o w long the war ran ty on our bodies w o u l d last. And eventua l ly he star ted t o

tel l me t h a t ? i f he was n o t here on Thursday f o r o u r lunch g roup , i t m igh t m e a n he i s? N o t Here.?

He and | shared a f e w th i ngs in c o m m o n - he lost his b ro the r Peter long ago in a tragic m o u n t a i n hiking

acc ident ; | los t m y own b ro the r Stephen in recent years in a t ragic car accident. Ulr ich also en joyed

spend ing t i m e w i t h s tudents , post docs and especial ly those w e w o r k e d w i t h who came f r o m places f a r

away. So did 1. So w e began t o mee t near ly every Thursday nex t d o o r in o u r W 1 1 bui ld ing here a t MIT.

But he made an impact on others in o u r circles for many years. He knew the li fe o f a grad s tuden t and

pos t doc f r o m long ago. He could speak t o them in a w a y t h a t was d i f f e r e n tf r o m m e . Af e w o f t h e

s tudents f r o m o u r group shared a f e w memor ies w i t h me af te r he passed away.

W o r d s f r o m lunch group- Hidenobu, ?post doc f rom Japan ? sad t h a t he did not get t o say goodbye t o

Ulrich. He was in t r igued by this o lde r gent leman, w h o was botha scient ist b u t still s o m e h o w bel ieved in

t h e God o f the Bible. His wi fe sent a note, remember ing her f i rs t days arr iv ing here f r o m Japan. She

wro te :

H e was such ag r e a t man always k ind c a l mand gentle...

When If i r s t came here I was nervous because I couldn't understand we l l wha t they are ta lk ing about dur ing a

Junch group. B u t Professor Ul r ich cheered me up and shook m y hands. He 'dg iven me apiece o f confidence. I

never forget. I w i l l miss h im so much. ?Tsubasa Mochigase

We did not ge t t o spend lots o f t ime toge the r outs ide o f lunch g roup but o u r links a t lunch created a l ink

wi th Gideon who spent even more t ime wi th Ulrich organizing some forums about the re la t ionsh ip

between fai th in God and science, physics, our place in the universe. Wha t i t means t o be human and

h o w w e made sense o f w h o God is based on his revealed word in the Bible. Gideon was fascinated w i t h

Physics, Computer Science and fai th, and he could take on the same level as Ulrich.

G ideon Lee? MIT alum, f r o m Hong Kong. f r o m o u r lunch group 3 t h o u g h t s - 1) invited fami ly to the i r

house f o r Chr is tmas gathering. Songs. The Tree, really German style 2) A f te r MIT, Gideon did his PhD

research on the theo logy o f Francis Schaeffer. And Gideon interv iewed Ulrich abou t his t ime visit ing t h e

Schaeffers o f UAbri commun i ty , no t far f r o m Cern. Ulrich loved t o opine f ree ly & the i r style / w a s help fu l

f o r him. Less dogmat ic, bu t asking quest ions ... part o f his journey back t o fai th 3) Gideon recounted

his meaningfu l t imes w i t h Ulrich, much like you have heard- Grace Science Club were insightful po in ts .

He enjoyed Open Discussion ?l i k e w e did at o u r MIT internat ional lunch group. Ulr ich had an

understanding o f the universe as an open system that al lows God to have r o o m to act.

Later Gideon reminded me o f Ulrich?s zingers- like his j ob w a s ?to keep murde r i ng hypotheses?. His

bel ief was that science is real, ongoing. But he also believed in God. He did not f i t i n to some t igh t


